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Progress of EU’ s Involvement in the Global Marine Plastic Pollution

Governance and Its Enlightenment to China

LI Xuewei' LI Pengyu'
(1. Shandong University, Weihai 264209, China)

Abstract; At present, the global marine plastic pollution governance shows trend of fragmentation, rising
integration demand, and multi-party participation. Driven by external and internal factors, the EU actively
participates in the global marine plastic pollution governance. Under the path of globalism, the EU high-
lights the United Nations Environment Programme, activates major powers to share joint responsibility, es-
tablishes bilateral and multilateral partnerships and helps with capacity building of regional clubs. Under the
path of regionalism, the EU has achieved collective governance of regional marine environment, issued a
special strategy for plastic, and strengthened multi-stakeholder governance. However, the unilateral action
of the U.S., lack of support for the rule-based plastic governance concept, member states’ distinctive exec-
utive power, and Covid-19 pose challenges to the EU’ s global marine plastic governance. Drawing on the
experience of the EU and in combination with its own reality, China should improve the marine plastic pol-
lution governance system, strengthen public participation, promote regional marine plastic governance and
global plastic agreements, and build global marine plastic partnership.

Key words: the European Union; global ocean governance; regional ocean governance; marine plastic



